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EPA is defending its takeover of greenhouse 
gas (GHG) permitting in Texas from a 
lawsuit, with agency lawyers telling an 
appellate court that is slated to hear the case 
next week that a recent ruling in a separate 
case finding EPA can retroactively revoke 
disposal permits "whenever" it finds harm 
supports its action in the Lone Star state. 

D.C. Circuit Poised To Hear Suits On 
EPA Takeover Of States' GHG 
Permits 

A key federal appeals court is poised to 
hear oral arguments next month in suits 
filed by Texas and the utility industry on 
EPA's decision to directly write greenhouse 
gas (GHG) permits in the state after Texas 
refused to adopt the agency's GHG 
permitting program, with critics claiming 
EPA exceeded its authority for the permit 
takeover. 

GOP Steps Up Opposition To 
Confirming McCarthy As EPA 
Administrator 

Senate Republicans are ramping up their 
opposition to EPA air chief Gina 
McCarthy's bid to be the next agency 
administrator despite initial suggestions 

EPA is telling the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) that it is 
unable to assure the safety of industrial 
chemicals unless lawmakers reform the 
Toxic Substances ... 

Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA), chair of the 
environment panel, is rejecting 
environmentalists' criticisms over her push 
to reform National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) reviews as ... 

House Democrats are urging the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
to assess EPA's oversight offertilizer 
plants' storage of hazardous materials 
following the fertilizer facility explosion ... 
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she would win confirmation, with several 
GOP senators seeking to delay a vote on 
the nominee until McCarthy addresses 
their push for agreements on new EPA 
"transparency" measures. 

EPA Delays Fracking Risk Study 
Until November, Adding To GOP 
Concerns 

EPA is extending until November its 
congressionally directed study of the risks 
to drinking water posed by hydraulic 
fracturing, putting the effort on a similar 
track as a related agency inquiry into 
alleged fracking contamination in 
Wyoming though the extension may raise 
doubts over whether EPA can finish the 
broad study in 2014 as planned. 

EPA Biomass Accounting Rule May 
Set Precedent On Scope Of Air 
Permits 

EPA's plan to issue a rule discounting 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from 
biomass sources could set a precedent for 
whether regulators must base air permit 
limits solely on emissions from facility 
smokestacks or can, for the first time, 
consider factors that occur outside a 
facility fenceline, such as sequestration of 
GHGs when biomass regrows. 

EPA Weighs Guidance To Help 
States Assess Pesticides' Role In Bee 
Kills 

EPA is reviewing draft guidance intended 
to help state regulators determine whether 
pesticides are responsible for specific 
incidents of bee kills, recommendations 
which could increase state investigations of 
bee deaths and provide EPA with needed 
data on the role of pesticides in bee deaths 
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About This Message 

This message has been provi~l'1 ?elvice 
of the EPA Desktop Library by the EPA 
National Library Network to share the latest 
in news and information with Agency staff. 
Please note, these materials may be 
copyrighted and should not be forwarded 
outside of the U.S. EPA. If you have any 
questions or no longer wish to receive these 
messages, please contact Abbey Gerken at 
202-566-2052 or send an e-mail to 
gerken.abbey@epa.gov. 

EDITORIAL 
CONTACT 

Please do not respond to this e-mail, as it was sent from an unmonitored mailbox. If you have a 
customer service inquiry, please contact us at iepa@iwpnews.com. If you no longer wish to receive 
these messages, you can change your e-mail settings on InsideEPA.com (you may need to log in). 
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